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There has been a growing interest in moral behavior and in
measuring such behavior cross-nationaily and cross-culturally. In this
context, a few studles have: been conducted in the Arab countries by using
Piaget’s and Koi 1be1g ] mcthodology and the Rest’s Defining Issues Test
{DIT) (Eissa, 1i985; El-Sheilch, 1985; Boulunama, 1984; Ahmed, Gielen &
Avellani, 1987, Gielen, Ahmed & Avellani, 1992, Ahmed and Gielen,

sobmitted).

The present study attempts o assess the moral behavior in two
different Arab countries, by using the State-Trait Morality Inventory which

was dcv1sed by Carole A. T Rayburn, 1987.
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4. To assess the differences between the performances of Sudanese,
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti subjects on the State-Trait Morality lnventory:
and

3. To assess the relationships between the subjects’ performance on the
State-Trait Morality Toventory and their performances on Eysenk’s

neuroficism scale,

Subjeets: A cross-national and cross-section design employed with three
nations (Sudanese, Kuwaiti and nen-Kuawaitis), two age and educational
level groups; Intermediate secondary  school students and university

» ¥ _ _ )

students,

In the Sl]ldal], 227 male and female subjects {mean age 17.74 years

and 21.070 year;s., respectively) were tested.

in Kuwait, 301 male and female subjects (mean age 17.14 years and

21.65 years, respectively) had also answered the two questionnaires.

Lastly, 77 males and females of non-Kuwaitis (e.g., Arab wlho. live
n Kuwait), have participated in the presented study, tite mean ages for the

iasl sub—group were 15.87 and 19.13 years respectwely

i ?ra_'b'ié 1 Sums __up_t_he.ch_éil'aéferi_s_fics'_bf tllé_:thfeé-‘s'il.bgrbub?; o R RIS




Alf subjects came from skilled and non-skilled working-cfass and
middle-class homes. All participants’ native language was Arabic, and all

subjects were Muslims.

Precedure.
The subjects in the both countrics (the Sudan and Kuwait) were tested in

groups at the school or University.

Materiais:

Two questionnaires were administered to the subjects, and they were:

1} A State-Trait Inventory (STMI) devised by Carole A. Rayburn (1987).
- A short verl‘slon of the STMI (28 items only) was used in the present
study. The short version of the questionnaire was (ranslated from
English inlo Arabic by the present rescarcher. Where necessary,
adaptations to the Arab culture were made with respect to
questionnaire, The questionnaire was then back-translated into English
and discrepancies between original English version and the back-
ranslated version were resolved by dlscussmn bctween the present
.- researcher. ancl CaroieA Rdybum The biate—Trait Morahty Inventory .

. j.'alms to assessmg, the {ollow;n;:,s
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Scering System: While the high scores on the Siate- Trait Morality
Inventory mean low levels of morality, the low scores mean high levels of

morality.

Neuroticism Scale: The neuroticism scaie used in the present study
consisted of 24 items which were based upon Eysenck’s neuroticism
measure. The scale was firstiy adapted in Egypt by M.I Soueif in the
1950s and used by him and his associates in several studies. The scale was
then, adapted in Egypt by Jabir Abdel-Hamid Jabis and M. Fahkr El-Islam
{1973) and used in many studies in Egyptand in some other Arab couniries

as well.

3

i
The neuroticism scale was also adapted in the Sudan by M. Badri in

19605 under the title: “The Sudanese Scale for Personality”, and used by
Ium in few studies with Sudanese sammples. Moreover, MLA. Ghali also
adapted and used the Neuroticism scale in his studies conducted in both

Egypt and Kuwait,

All the ~above mentioned adaptatmns of the neuroticism scale are
almost the samc. In the preserit study, the adaptanon of Jabir Abdel-Hamld _
' '-and M. Falkr EI—Islam (1973) was used “The 1temb of the scale conqtltute

: ."ja measure of emouonal mstabmty or neurot:msm The measure has been .

k]

="shown"- to” be mcanmgful m a vanety of cultures

as’ E}’esenck'-“ 1983_;_.'_".'_- s




Results and Discassion

‘The obtained results indicated that:

1.

It  seems that gender' differences contribute positively 1o the
performance on both two guestionnaires
Inventory and Eyesenck’s neuroticism scale. Generally, male subjects
in three subgroups, achieved higher scores than that achieved by
females on the State-Traii Morality inventory {Table 2}. According to
the scoring system, this mecans thar female subjects in ail three
subgroups reached higher morality levels than that reached by males.

The dlffcmnces berwc-:cn Sudanese and non-Kuwaiti males and female

were, hovTever nof significant. [n the case of Kuwaili males and

females, the difference was significant at 0.001 level. On the other
hand, females achieved, in pencral, higher scores than males on
Evyesenck’s neuroticisut scale (Table 2). Again, the differences
between Sudanese and non-Kuwaiti-males and females on Eyesenck’s -
neuroticism  scale  were not statistically significant while the
differences between Kuwaiti males and females were significant at
0.001 level. To sum up, the obtamed rcsultq rcvealed that thene was

systematlc trcnd females n the thrce subgroups have achleved a

| "lnghei level of morahty and at {he same txmc hlgher scores (}n thc '

"_'Eycsenck’s neuroticnsm scale —. than that achlcved by i malcs Onc




usiiversity males and females students), concerning their nerformances
on the State-Trait Morality Inventory, the obtained resuits showed that
the Kuwalli subjects had higher scores {mean=49. 515), SD=14254)
than the other two subgroups, Sudancse (inean=42. 905, SD = 10.725),
and non-Kuwaitis (mean=48.531 SD~1 10.782). While there was no
significant differences, between Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti subjects on
the State-Trait Morality Inventory, differences have been found
between Sudanese and Kuwaiti subjects on one hand, and between
Sudanese and non-Kuwaiti subjects on the STMI on the other hand,
and all these differences were significant at 0.01 level, According to
the STMI"s scoring system, the above mentioned resulls indicated that
the Sudancse subjects had achieved hghest levels of tmorality

behavior, t[‘nen, the non-Kuwaitis then the Kuwaitis, in that order.
Insert Table 2 hers

2) Examination of the data for all sex and educational levels sub-groups
(Sudanese Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaiti) onboth two questionnaires, the
State—Tralt Morahty Inventmy and Eyscnck 8 HEUIOUCISI'H scale, as
sunmar 1zed m Tables 3,4 and 5 showed that 111 the thlee subgroups all

mtermcdlate and secondary schooi sludems had hlgller scores than the :

"umversxty students on- the State lrall Morahty Inventory, wnh thc' '

'exceptmn of the mtermedlate and secendaw schooi male studenis in. the : Cha




expectations, that the individuals systematically develop their morality
behavior. [t was also penerally noted, that the ordering of subgroups
differences, progr vy slabilized. These outcomes were clear-out,

but not unexpecied.

Concerning the performance of all mterimediate and secondary school
and university studenis on EyesenclCs neurolicism scale, the obtained data
indicated that while no differences have been found in the case of the
Sudanese subjects,  differences were found in Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti
samples. Onfy the differences in the last subgroup (non-Kuwaitis} was

sipnificant at 0.05 level (Tables 3,4, and 5).

Inscrt Tables 3.4 and 5 here

4) Examination of the data for all sex and educational levels in all the
three nation subproups (Sudanese, Kuwaitis, and non-Kuwaitis)
revealed that the performance on the State-Trait Morality Inventory

correfated unsystematically with the performance on Eysenck’s

neuroticism scale. While the two periormances correlated positively

i’ the case of the Sudaneqe bubg:oup (males & females) where

.':"'r—{) 384 df 177 mgmﬁcant at 0.05, the correlatlon coefﬁcmnts in

su,mf cam (r 0 007 aud 0 079) wspuuvcly

-lm obtamed results also md:cated that m all ll ea subgroups therc

._____werc rcasonabie correlatlons belw__ cn llm p01 formance on the ﬁrs{ alt'

.:f;_':'off"the STMI ( A“*IS :temS) and the per_

rmancc on thc sccond part of :

U '3the case: of Kuwam:, and 1on- Kllelli‘: were vcry smail dlld not o




These results revealed a good ievel of cousistency among the two

parts of the questionnaire.

In summary it can be said that the results of this preliminary
research must remain incomplete, leaving important questions for further
mvestigations. These questions would deal with the relationships betwecn
the performance on State-Trait Morality [uventory and the performanee on
other personality questionnaires such as self-confidence, extroversion,
ntroversion, dogmatism elc. and possiblc  with the performance on
religiosity, It could include different types of socialization practices of
children did adults with regard to background cross- nationahty, Cross-
development. It addition, thc; future investigations could also deal with the
relationship  bstween morality behavior deveclopment and academic
achievement (Ahmed, Gielen, & Avellani, 1987; Eissa, 1985: Gielen,
Ahmed & Avellani, 1992),
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Table 1

Characteristics of the Three Subgroups (Sudanese, Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis)
Classificd according Nation, Sex, aud Educational level.

Educational Level

. Sudanese Kuwaitis Non-Kuwaitis
 Groups

Males | Females 1 Males | Females | Males | Females

Inlermediate &

Secondary School 46 3z 161 42 41 21
Studenis j
University Students 46 103 26 72 3 i2

Total 92 i35 {87 114 44 33




Table 2

Comparisons between Sudanese, Kuwaitt and Non-Kuwaiti Male and Female subjects
inthe perfornance on Stale~Trait Morality Inventory and Eysencle's Maurolicism Scale,

Sex and Education N Age in SiM1 STMI STMI | Newralicism
Leved Years A B {Total} (Eyescnck)
i Intermediate & | | M 19284 | 21435 | 21.88¢ | 43207 | 11591
Sccondary . \ 4,983
g School Studenis | ™ | 8D 2.189 6.765 5.264 10.310 (r=4)
N | University (35 | M 20364 20148 | 22185 | 42.348 12363
E | Studemt el
g | otudents () | SD . 1.868 5922 . 6107 | 10652 | 439
E (n=135% |
, MAE | T | 3.068%%* 1.509 0.388 0.590 0982 |
K ntermediate & 1o | M 18226 24051 | 26326 | 51.34% 11882
v | Secoudary % (M) | SD | 4935 6.991 7.391 {2773 4.213
A School Studeuts ) ) ) ) {(n=34)
I | University 7 LM 19.203 22513 | 22209 | 443811 15.426
T & Students 2! . 3.607
- . (Fy | SD 2.912 5.943 4.91¢ 9.159 (n=a7)
5 M+ [ T 1.778% | 3.557%%% | 4.899%** | 4.8R7%#% | 4.p]3ker
8| Iatermediate & M 16.972 24386 | 25477 50.068 12,113
N Secondary 78 ) 4.161
N v - ” .
. 7.049 7.527 (3.174
| Schoot Studens | ™ | S0 | 3507 (n=30)
u o M 15.876 23394 | 23.121 | 46515 13.552
w | Uaiversity 33 7389
A | Stadents (B) 18D |- 2.589 8.374 5.923 13.043 (=29)
T
i M+F | T 0.983 0.556 1,466 1.16] 1.408

Esigmificant at 0.05
*¥significant at 0.01
**%significant at 0.001




Tabie 3

Sex and Educationaf Leve] Comparisons in the Perforin
ihe State-Trajt Morality Inventory and th

ance of Sudanese Students on
e Eysenck’s Neuroticisin Scale.

j

Sex and Education N Agein Sinad STME | STMI | Neuroticism
Level . Years A B (Total) | (Eyesenck) !
Intermediate & M 17369 1. 20435 | 21.348 41.783
M) Secondary School | 46 i !
A | Students Sb .46 5,833 3.898 10.940 -
L % 21187 0 22435 | 22413 | 44.630 11,591
X | University 46 - 4.983 :
S | Students SD 1.308 7.450 4,480 10.487 (n=44) i
T 17.038%+%* 1.148 0,965 1.261 ‘ ’
F | Intermediate & M 18271 21406 1 23375 | 44 781 12.469
E | Secondary Schoal | 32 | ) . 4.763
™ | Students , 5D 0.906 2.400 6.804 15,024 (7=32)
A 1: M 21014 19.757 | 21816 | 41.592 12.330
L | University 103 4.198
393 4.2 5.824 g,
E | Students SD 1_59 28 2 27 (n=103)
S . T Q.218%nx 1375 [.260 1480 0.157
M |} Intermediate & M 17.740 20833 | 22.179 | 43.013 12.469
A | Sccondary Scheal | 78 ‘ - 4.763
L | Students SD | 0928 7526 | 6364 | 12.860 (=32
& M | 21070 | 20584 | 22.000 | 42530 | 12109
* | Universi 149 4460
E | University SD {1513 1 5570 | 5451 | 9.4i :
M | Stadents {n=147}
T | 17.689%8s 0.282 0.221 0.321 0.406

*significant at 0.05
“Fsignificant at T.0T
***significant at 0.001




Table 4

Sex and Educational Level Comparisons in ihe Performance of Kuwaiti Students on the
State-Trait Morality Inventory and the Eysenck’s Neuroticism Scale.

N I
Sex and Education N Agein SiMi STMI STMI Neurgticism
Level Years A B (Total) | (Eyescocl)
M] Intermediate & M 17354 | 25429 | 26677 | 52174 11774
A | Secondary School | 161 . 4,195
L | Students sSD 4.325 6.900 7.443 12,709 - (a=31)
E L M 23.898 22707 23.350 46.190 13.000
S University 26 4243
Students 5D 4,508 7.320 6.380 11.49¢ (1.1&3)
T TOTgEER {.798% 2.146% 2,244% 0.468
F | Intermediate & 42 M 16316 23619 24.643 48,262 15441
I i Secondary Schoel 3,615
M | Students . sD 2.347 6.195 5.406 9.530 (0=34)
A , . 72 M 20.820 21.4%0 21.060 42 540 15,385
L Universily 3585
E Students sSD 1.691 5.340 4,080 8.160 (n=13)
3 T | 11.670%% | Lg2i* 1 3.972%** | 3360%* 0.047
M | Intermediate & M 17.139 25.054 26,256 51.365 13.692
A | Secondary School | 203 6.800 7118 12.223 4311
L | Stadents SD 4.019 ' i : (n=63)
& . . M 21.646 21.827 | 22.663 43.510 14.938
¥ | University 0y 3812
E | Students SD 3.067 . 5,957 4,901 9,304 (n=16)
M T o776%%% | 40004 | 5.743%%% | 5.605%%* | 1.044

*sigmificant at 0.05
*#gignificant at 0.01
wx#gignificant at 0.001




Table 5

Sex and Educational Level Com
on the State-Trait Morality Inves

parisons in the Performance of Nor-
iory and the Eysenck’s Neuroticism Scale.

Kuwai

t Students

ol

STMI

Sex and Education Agein STAX STMI  { Newroticism
Level Years A B (Total} | (Bycsenck) [
- ]
M| Intermediate & M 16.13G 24.707 25.854 50,780 12,133 4
A | Secondary Schoal | 4] 4.161
L | Students ! Sb 4.864 7.195 7.547 13.282 =30 i
E [ Uuiversity 3 LM | 2847 20000 § 20333 | 40333 - !
S | Students | SD | | 6819 2.816 4.927 5735 |-
T 4.0 5kex 1.107 1,219 1.322 -
I Intermediate & v 15.349 23,952 23.476 1 47429 12.762
E 1 Secondary School | 21 - - 3.378
8 | Students SD 0.964 9.698 £5.673 15.438 @=21)
A A M 16.79% 22419 22,300 | 44.917 15,625
1, 1 University 12 - 2395
7 | Students i Sb 3.934 2171 4.233 6.837 (6=8)
5 T 1.557 0.493 0.443 0.513 2. 119*
i‘ Intermediate & M 15.866 24_4527 25.048 42.645 12.392
L | Secoudary Scionl | 62 sD 4012 8.137 7349 14,139 {3‘._872\
& |Students (=51}
. . M 19.133 21,933 22.067 44,000 15.625
¥ | University 15 ‘ 3.395
E | Students sD 6.594 4,739 4,464 6,880 o
M o {n=3)
T 242 %% 1.137 1.486° | 1484 2.255%

*significant at 0.05
**significant at 0.01
**#significant at 0,001




