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Abstract:

This paper conducts a corpus-based cognitive-linguistic analysis
of GAME-based conceptual metaphors in the political discourse
addressing the Egyptian and Tunisian Revolutions, being the most
prominent of all Arab Spring revolutions. In so doing, it seeks to
reflect the role of conceptual metaphors in touching upon the
ideologies which governed the progress of such revolutions. The
general data set comprised 150.000 words collected from the
electronic archives of two Egyptian (Al-Ahram and Ash-Shrouk) and
Two Tunisian (Al-Chourouk At-Tunisiah and As-Sabbahnews)
newspapers covering three years from January 25, 2011 to January 25,
2014. The corpus analyzed in the current study is limited to 68
linguistic expressions. The procedures of MIP (Pragglejaz Group,
2007) in line with the tenets of Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff
& Johnson, 1999, 2003) as well as Conceptual Blending Theory
(Fauconnier & Turner, 1998, 2002) are used to identify conceptual
metaphors based on the source domain GAME. Concordance lines for
lexical items with metaphorical potential as well as dictionaries helped
to provide clear-cut distinction between metaphorical and non-
metaphorical usages. Findings showed similar conceptual metaphors
in the Egyptian and Tunisian press, emanating from the source domain
of GAME. Such similarity is ascribed to mutual culture and mutual
linguistic repertoire. political ideologies in both countries were
identified,
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Metaphor (from Greek metaphereip - i \
engaged philosophers, rhetoricians, cl‘iticsto ra“ﬂfer xbﬂ\
exploring its nature, mechanisms anq |, ang (, @ O
rendering text meaning, especially i p... due ji
the term 'metaphor’ ( ‘isti ‘arah) ig Zerivsglflrtlcal di“&bwﬁfnﬂh
to borrow), referring to borrowing , f:m the Ver[;8°' h '“'e;
something and ascribing it to Someone oature o Je| (:% |
'metaphor’ was regarded as being a mere rhe: Somegy; . om, .
the seminal book of Metaphors We Ly, Bonca b
Mark Johnson heralded a new cognitive t, y bm . &k‘&%
eta )
icphnr St ff”i

. LA N
metaphor is not a mere linguistic Phenomen,. ratho. g U
thinking, depending on inherent bodies of Mutyg] o er, it sha:s“‘
perienc [
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introduced the term 'Conceptual Metap;nor

In line with the Aristotelian concept of

argued that metaphorical language was once Vie::a hor, -
unimportant, deviant and parasitic. .. fuzzy and v, ed a4 being "'“lhb'
that are mostly used by poets and rhetoricians-.gug’ Messenty h-f
Also, Rebhorn (2004: 102) cites Puttenham (1970 lgony, 1979:2].
that metaphors are often used "for pleasure ayq ) 2 ey

speech”.  Conversely, Chilton and Lakoff (1989?m§m°nt of gy
metaphors are not mere words or fancifi] notiong Al J) Stresy

stresses that "In most of the Arabic-speaking wo.rld n:lmah (2o
still seen as mere literary adornments, unlike ip the \’Nesettaphom =
cognitive and linguistic underpinnings of figurative la;]wheIEthlj
being actively discussed" (p 51). Sk a)

=
. T eag, =

Within the framew.o'rk of cognitive linguistics, a metphor
defined as "the cognitive mechanism whereby one experieni
domain is partially 'mapped, i.e. projected, onto a diffm
experiential domain, so that the second domain is partially underso
in terms of the first one" (Barcelona & Valenzuela, 2005: 209, st
in Valenzuela & Soriano, 2005). Metaphor is defined by Laloffad
Nunez (2000) as "the mechanism by which the z_abstract lS‘j
comprehended in terms of the concrete" (p.5). In this m¥
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study of GAME-Based Conceptual Metaphors

mlls'b”ed

- metaphors link two conceptual domains, the ‘source’
conceP ~d the ‘target’ domain. The conceptual approach does not
domalﬂncta hors as optional linguistic tools or language devices that
regar eleasily replaced by other means. Instead, they are ubiquitous

may  the Ways people think just demonstrated through linguistic

signs © cElhanon, 2006: 37). Conceptual metaphors are absolutel
m,gansl (tgdor dinary language (Lakoff, 1993). The cognitive process o);“
o alization” refers to.the case of giving abstract notions (target
hysical and tangible essence (source domain). On the one
4. 'source domain' referg to the conceptual domain from which we
hand, metaphorical expressions (e.g., JOURNEY in LOVE IS A
ngRNEY)- It consists of a set of literal entities, attributes, processes

onships, linked semantically and apparently stored together

ACo

nconcep

in the mind. 'Target domain’, on the other hand, refers to the
conceptual domain that we try to understand (e.g., LOVE IN LOVE IS

A JOURNEY); It tends to be abstract, and takes its structure from the
source domain, through _the metaphorical link, or ‘conceptual
metaphor’. Target domains are therefore believed to have
relationships between entities, attributes and processes which mirror
those found in the source domain.

The current paper claims that politics shapes language to
communicate specific political views about the Egyptian and Tunisian
Revolutions, being the most prominent models of the Arab Spring
Revolutions. Hence, it is geared to conduct a corpus-based qualitative
study of conceptual metaphors related to the source domain of GAME
in press published in Modemn Standard Arabic (MSA). The source
domain of GAME is particularly selected since relating Serious
concepts such as POLITICS and REVOLUTION to soft semantic
frame such as GAME would create a semantic tension in light of
which different ideologies characteristic of the Egyptian and Tunisian
Revolutions would be clarified. To figure out such relation between
language and politics, particularly the use of conceptual metaphor, the
current study seeks to answer the following questions:

o How has the political discourse of the Egyptian and Tunisian
Revolutions been represented in Arabic press in terms of
GAME-based conceptual metaphors?

o To what extent do constructs of GAME-based conceptual
metaphors in Arabic press help better understanding of the
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different evaluations and ideologies of the AI

Tunisian Revolutions? BV

: iew: -
2, Literature rev . | E
A few studies are reported in the area of cong fua] ;

.« conducting on Arabic (Farag, 2000; Al
?)txt:"lj(:fisan,CZOIO; Abu Libdeh, 2011; Alogany, 2013; Torf:f(?;’
Bogomolov, 2014). Such scarcity of stu-dles on conceptys) m_ :
in Arabic political discourse can bfe 3:SCl'led to linguistic and .. My
reasons. In respect of the linguistic reasons, the Phenom-/
conceptual metaphors is recently tackled In  Arabic stlldi
conceptual metaphors have npt yet been considered g R '
category of metaphors in Arabic and all of these studies aro | "‘%
published. Equally important, lack. of trapslated books (from P
into Arabic) on cognitive linguistics in general and cop,
metaphors in particular is a key reason behind sych SCa
Moreover, all of these studies are based on Conceptual Mg,
Theory (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980) with clear negligence ¢ .|
advanced cognitive theories of metaphor interpretation. In Tegariy
the political reasons, the Arab political systems did not alloy ¢
trend in linguistic research, and this is clear in the political topig
covered in these studies. By the same token, contrastive linguig;
studies of conceptual metaphors comparing Arabic to other langy
are markedly rare (Al-Harrasi, 2001; Regier & Khalidi, 2009; Hassy
2010; Abdulwahid, 2011) and most of them were based on translatig
perspectives. Still, very few studies addressed the use of GAME-bagy
conceptual metaphors in the area of politics. Also, they claimed th
effectiveness of such metaphors relying on very few lines fng
different sources. Furthermore, the source domain GAME was new
used solely to account for political issues; rather, it was usually usé
as being hyponym of WAR. '

3. Metaphor and Political Discourse:

Fairclough (1989) defines political discourse as "the W0
process of interaction of which a text is just a part" (p. 24). Leng
(1994) envisages media as one of two sources of political knof”ledg
Journalists writing about politics are generally keen on spreadlng

circulating certain political views. Expressing such political weﬂ

142c I . e Ae Jolll"#r?
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Acomus—m jargely opposed. T
be larg . Tannen (1994
ay " State;
dirc‘?tlymg; s s a fun@mcnml element )in °‘;m that
nindire® ication_,..[[ndxrectness is] one of the elements that Variesn:::

somt - one cult}lfe"to another, and one that can cayge confusion
nost o gerstanding” (p. 79). Hence, journalists, writers ang
qgm resort t0 indirect linguistic strategies by which they could

jticiaS " . . view, including m
pol ublic VIEW, g metaphor as the most prominent

affeggy of indirectness:

strd
interesting, recurrent, indirect and persuasive linguistic

An : - o : ;
d in media political discourse is conceptual

Strateif){o Uli CcMs) which refer to the idea of ungemmﬁ;th:;:
(heﬂca "+ concept in light of another concrete concept. Rozina and
ab::;petj Jna (2009) aver that 'no understanding of political discourse
F(c omplete without an adequate account of metaphor, which explains
is casons WhY metaphors underlie primarily linguistic utterances"
the 118). This previous axiom stated by Rozina and Karapetjana
(2609) ochoes the idea that metaphors help reach an accurate
o gerstanding of political discourse once language- and culture-

hors are regarded and decoded. Also, Goatly (1997: 1)

gpecific metap (
ates that 1anguage or any form of language, without metaphorical

fraits, 18 nonexistent.

Conceptual metaphors acquire a special value in political
discourse. Kovecses (2002: 33) states that CM is one of the linguistic
strategies which help audience to understand, support and agree the
content of the speeches. Jeffery and Katz (1996: 131) argue that
metaphor can make the abstract political view, politics and events
more concrete that human can easily comprehend and accept them.
Goatly (1997) deposits that metaphors created in the domain of
politics reflect ‘latent ideologies’. Lakoff (2002) maintains that
metaphors help people to have a better understanding of ideology and
value in political speeches. Jeffery and Katz (1996: 131) propose
different functions of metaphors in the domain of politics including
offering solutions to political problems or events, offering a course of
action, and persuading the public of certain views. Al-Zoubi and Al-
Has_nawi (2006: 232) aver that because metaphors are associated with
md}ryctness, they are common as a special mode of expression in
politics and public speeches where direct expressions are censured.
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Bosman (1987) avers that "describing a political problem.‘fi;‘l
metaphorical terms will obviously not produce the same effects j o
participants. Not everyone is receptive or sensitive t0 metaphorie,

language." (p. 104). Mammadov (2010) argues that: it
"The role of metaphor in political discourse is crucial aséf

helps to identify the hidden meanings of the varjg ;,‘
subsystems functioning within these systems (fqrmation
mind, means of formation of the culture and the ideology ¢
society, preservation of the culturgl-historical experience)

(p. 69).

“
B
s

4, Metaphor Theories: ;
Seitz (1998) posits that metaphors have been developed throu

three views: (a) the traditional language view, (b) ?he syr.lesthgt':igé
view, and (¢) the cognitive view. As concerns the traditional view, 'l't iy
related to Aristotle’s views on metaphor as he defined it as “the

transference of a name from the object tO vyhich it has a natura]
application" and he regarded it as a mere rhetorical trope. Seitz (1998)

argues that “metaphors do not depend on prior assocjati_ve relationg:»
but actually create relations between concepts". That 1s, 1t creates ag
association between two quite dissimilar subjects. The synesthetic
view argues that metaphors allow for the identification of parallelg

across different sensory domains. The cognitive view. posits that
metaphor implies a transfer between two objects. Traditiona
metaphor theories generally include three essential theories: the
Substitution Theory, the Comparison Theory, and the Interaction.

Theory in addition to Ricoeur's Tension Theory.

The four theories (Substitution, Comparison, Interaction and
Tension) approach metaphors as a matter of language contrary o
literal language. Yet, the seminal book by Lakoff and Johnson
Metaphors We Live By (1980) marked a genesis of new wave of
g}:(t:a}plt}or th?orliefj,' getting metaphor studies to be placed in various

1plines 1nc Inguisti :
studiss, etc. Theuwgl\jge (:;‘nf:\: trlr(iesb,ta p}fc}),rc ltl}(:log}’, _phllosophy, -
Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Joh ; 0 mcludeq (?onceptpﬂ

nson, 1980), the Domain-interaction

Theor},/ (Tourangeau & Sternberg, 1982), Structure Mapping Theorf

— 1438
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g aans . AAUribugs oty
i ar, 1990), the Co Utiye Cate, Al Met‘ph
Keyser 1998, 2002) La ’?°°ptua1 B}BOnzation Ory
(T,;‘v’;?nsj 2006, 2007 & 52! CongepMing ThSory ((}]\\
(Ritchie, 2006). Al] of thega and Ont and Cogn- 7 (Fy ky
e al view that o feCent g <Ly ltive ) ey TR
tradmlc;gr Is an essem-ll;etaphor 15 5 he0ri<:s avléed Sitnu
metap 1al aspecy Of |np. OMapy,,  oF thay

MBuage , Mal 5 * Sonyy
Pe

age a
4.1 Conceptual Blengip,, Thegy- . - °°8niti§;°fl
cOnceptual. Blendin theg v '
o7 P & Tume 13 a
Grady > 7 77) 18 algg refery > Tume, UC0np,
'conceptual blef}dmg', ang ' Oncep:g ]t © a5 'the f;,: a“‘""“nier, 199
back to the notion of "Menta] Spac al it Sration Y Of pyo 95,
(1994). Mental spaceg °S" on '

endlng'
_ efer tq "S Propoge Pt OTY dateg
as we think and talk, fo; PUrposes of | al p ci:g’ ucom,?,
(Fauconnier & Turner, 2002: 40 °

derstang; ~ “MStructey
) <In £ Ndin \

CBT involves a Systematic foject; ) likg o
inferential structure betweep, co JeCtion of 1y 0 e CMT

: _ Nceptyg) image
the basis and rationaje of Belndli)n 'lfil?erg S Though CM';yfo:,nnd
details of both the domaing fused in the mapp?;;gCMT eglects map

T involveg mapping

four-space
model: two input spaces, generic space and blend Space. For instance,

in the metaphor SURGEON IS A BUTCHER, the two Input spaces
are 'SURGERY' and 'BUTCHERY" The generic space conjures a
person using a sharp instrument to perform a procedure on some other
being. In the blend space, the surgeon is associated with the b}ltci)l:;e&
and the patient is associated with cow. Yet the goal is dnflfert;r;t tl:nl;tcher
domains, The surgeon endeavors to heal the patient, while
endeavors to kill the animal.

" -ier and Tumer
Based on the idea of "mental sp AEESS Fj? ct?;,lzntal spaces’ 15
(2002) state that in CBT, the construction
‘ — 1439 ==
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governed by three basic processes; composition, completion
elaboration. Composition includes a projection from the "input up%}
to the "blended space"; completion refers to incorporatioy .

ace; and finally elabop,, #

background knowledge i ds
ge in the blended SP ohor's situation. Acco:;:

refers to the mental simulati the meta
ion of partial structure from

to the theory, th "inherits ;
ry, the blended space "in £ its own" (FaUCOnnie,'h’

input spaces, and has emergent structure © .

Turner, 1996: 113), Both input spaces have ° 'certa;]'.’ Structure

common. Generic space is the S ace fWhICl;nap;,gi:Eg: s the

commonaliti in whi sibility for a €co
1ties and in which the pos ains are fused into a:]“

obvious. In the blended s the two dom
pace, : :
conceptualization, with a new understanding emerging (Turner &

Fauconnier, 1995).

1. Agents
2. Sharp instrument
3. Patients
4. Action
4, Place

—

1. Butcher
. eon
I ’ 12 sst:fp:I 2. Cleaver Input space 1
nputspacel | 3 Hu.man atient 3. Apimal carcass ¢
[Sousce] ' ’ 4. Dismembering [Target)
; 4. Operating )
5. Operating room 5. Abattoir ” -

~N /7

1. Butcher- Surgeon

2. Cleaver- Scalpel

3, Animal carcass- Human patient
4. Dismembering- Operating
§. Abattoir- Operating room

Blend space |

Figure (1) CBT-based cohceptual mapping of BUTCHER IS A
SURGEON

invo‘?‘f:(’fg:le’g to CBTz both literal and metaphoric expressions
establishment (f: nstruction of multiple cognitive models and
both target and mappings between the conceptual components i

' erooree domaitis. Sti,”’ metaphor processing differs

— 1440 ' -y
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AConJ“"b’ ‘‘‘‘‘
& Turner, 1998; Coulson & Van Pette

Fauc"r'gll;zr(ZOOS) stress that CBT "is capable of ¢
put also other types of cognitive
otapho© and emergence of many kinds of lin

0, 2002). Tendap;
Xplaining not o}y
E;c:!vity, including
s ,
tual metaphor theory by allowing tg‘c‘:r n::pﬁigl?hg{;t g
exten ~directi°nal between multiple domains" (p. 1829). Furthermoare
St cribes much importance to the "context" of CMs. Coulsre,
la; " its that "In conceptual metflphor theory, metaphors are sec:l.
200 zantiations of entrenched mappings between cognitive domains
as !;‘S " plending theqry, the meaning of a metaphor ig constructeé '
while ot conceptual integration networks" (p. 178). Still, Ritchie
on-llg. 72) criticizes CBT for unclear definitions of 'blended space"
(200"'erl eric space", arguing that there is "no reason to think tha
such elements leads to the creation of a new representation

ally independent of the discrete concepts (a "blended

en
ds conce

th at iS tOt
space”) -

5, Methods and Data:

5,1, Data Sources: . '
Context plays a vital role in metaphor interpretation (Gibbs, 1980).

The context of data collection in the current study is the coverage of
olitical events related to the Arab Spring revolutions in press.
Schroder and Phillips (1999) argue that "the media are no longer
merely social institutions alongside, or subservient to, political
institutions, but may themselves be becoming the main political
institution, i.e. a forum where the decisive discursive processes that
engender consent about the public interest occur, crystallising a public
opinion or public will" (p. 59). Wikberg (2008: 45) argues that by
studying natural language data using corpus techniques we can learn
more about metaphorical meaning in context, how it is expressed in
authentic sentences or utterances, when metaphorical expressions tend

to occur, and what functions they may have.

Instead of using articles from printed newspapers, the current
study relies upon different texts from the electronic archives of four
newspapers representing different political views on similar political
events. The general data set comprised 150.000 words collected from
the electronic archives of two Egyptian (Al-Ahram and Ash-Shrouk)

[ro—
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xsvsgzgrgumsxa:n (Al-Chourouk At-Tunisiah and As-Sabbahneyy
2014 Th dcovermg three years from January 25,2011 to January 25)_;%
- th' le data set includes natural-occurring language (or metaphc"?'z

e wild; cf. Pragglejaz, 2007) rather than elicited material sip i
§llclt§d material in metaphor research result in somewhat errOneoie, :-%
ldeptlﬁcation of metaphorical expressions (Charteris-Black, 200 b
Deignan, 2005; Pragglejaz Group, 2007; Semino, 2008; Wikberg" !

2008).

hine-readable texts storeg
tives and by means of

5.2. Corpus Design:
A corpus is a collection of authentic mac

to be dealt with through different perspec
various software. Corpus linguistics 18 largely viewed S a
methodology 1n which the analysis of language 1S based on
contextualized, naturally-occurring data rather than made-up dats
(Meyer, 2002). The corpus analyzed in the current study is limited fo

68 linguistic expressions. To collect representative COTPUS, three basic
ra analyzed cover a period

criteria were fulfilled. First, since the corpord '
of three years, the number of the articles retrieved frqm the electronic
archives of the named newspapers was generally similar. Second, the

and females to avoid

both males

writers of the selected articles are Uv" . _
gender differences in [angu2ge production. Third, the selected article
ors so as to have @ wide array of

are not written by pre- 1 , . )
ction of articles 1s not

diverse language USC. Finally, the sele
nducted based on the most frequent lexical

subjective, but it was co ‘
units in both corpora. Each sub-corpus comprised about 35.000 words

from which metaphor tokens are analyzed.

5.3. Procedures of Analysis:
Metaphor Identification Procedure

empirical method of metaphor ident
essence of contrastive analysis which is based on description

juxtaposition, comparison and interpretation. MIP was devised by
Pragglejaz Group (2007) within the framework of the Metaphor in
Discourse project (Steen, 2007). The Pragglejaz Group is a group of
ten mptaphor researchers, namely Peter Crisp, Ray Gibbs, Alar
Cienki, Graham Low, Gerard Steen, Lynne Cameron, Elena Semind,
Joe Grady, Alice Deignan, and Zoltan Kovecses, fr(,)m a variety 0

s MIP is one authentic and
ification which captures the

g
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o
e
ST

pased S

OP 0 lines. MIP | i
- slines. is an empirical, systemati
matic rescarch tog|

.. disc
»miC disc i ‘
o set of procedures for metaphor identificat;
lon in all

20807 of @ .
ool,sns;lfﬂgisco urse. 1:11c (l}roup leds their approach on the i
M,es M ctapho” bcho‘ ars 0 en do not provide criteri ea that;
empirical mve'stxgatlonS for specifying what is anad in thgir
not, metaphoncal, apd not surprisingly focus an dv'vftfm is
2spects of n?etapl}orlcal language depending on the! erent
peoretical orientation and research purpose” (p. 1-2) I own
The original MIP paradigm goes as follows:
Read the entire text-discourse t :
understanding of the meaning. © establish a gencral
Determine the lexical units in the text-discourse
3. a. For each lexical unit in the text, establish its meanin
in context, that is, how it applies to an entity relationg
or attribute in the situation evoked by ,the texi
(contextual meaning). Take into account what comes
pefore and after the lexical unit.
b. For each lexical unit, determine if it has a more basic
contemporary meaning (dictionary meaning) in other
contexts than the one in the given context. For our

purposes, basic meanings tend to be
More concrete [accessible to the senses, ie.

o
what they evoke is easier to imagine, see,

hear, feel, smell, and taste];

Related to bodily action (i.e. motivated by the

human body sensory motor apparatus);

o More precise (as opposed to vague); and

o Historically older
c. If the lexical unit has a more basic current
contemporary meaning in other contexts than the given
context, decide whether the contextual meaning
contrasts with the basic meaning but can be understood
in comparison with it. (For more details on how basic
and contextual meanings of 8 Jexical unit are identified
see dictionaries below). Componential analysis 18
implemented to resolve much of the emergins
problems of identifying basic and contextual meanings:

1.

[re—
J——
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4. If yes, mark the lexical unit as metaphoricy) (Se‘;hng‘;?
tension). At

According to the procedures of the MIP, namely stey, 31
sense and contextual sense of 2 lexical unit are compapey it g
belong to different domains but can be undef;toqd by some fon;heg;;
comparison, words are said to be used metaF(’1 .otr'lcally, Steen (, “ﬁ%
97) posits that " [it is] convenient to adopt 2 ooy 2 a cop B
norm of reference, so that you have an mdep<?n 1ent reflection of te
counts as the meanings of words for a Earflqu ﬁ‘f‘;mgmufl_’ Of uger, of.':
English " (p. 97). Dictionaries are used. as g € ; referey, 0y
check individual intuitions" (Pragglejaz ! o h007,’ . 3y
Accordingly, to have a more accurate meamrcnlg or the lexjcy] Unis
included in the metaphorical expressions a tc1> mogg away f
intuitive analysis, the current study cqnsubtf h ‘Ctlonflry
Contemporary Arabic (mu gamu alflugah al- ar “] tyah al-my ‘g
(2008). Since the stem of a word 1n Arabic 1s always the ver ang
since Arabic is highly inflectional, Dictionary of Contempqy,,
Arabic, based on 32.297 infinitives dlstr}buted along four volume ang
3367. pages, would help to identify metaphorical ang nop

metaphorical uses of lexical units.

0
rah)

The current paper integrates manua}l anq autgmatic Inspection ,o_gg
conceptual metaphors. After manual 1dent1ﬁcat10n_ of nearly abouf
40% of data set to identify relevant metaphorical €Xpressiong
AntConc 2.2.4, a software program, is used to find further instance;
and extensions of such expressions in the whole data set. AntCop
3.2.4 (2011) is a freeware toolkit devised in 2007 at Wageqs
University in Japan by Laurence Anthony. The toolkit is multipurposg
as it contains various tools of analysis and serves different languages,
including English and Arabic. The current study uses three main
functions in the toolkit: word list, concordance, and collocates in order
to have a list of all the lexical items in both corpora ordered
alphabetically, a full concordance of the selected lexical units which
have metaphorical potential, and most frequent collocates throughout
the target corpora since MIP regards all lexical units stretching fromé
word to a whole sentence.
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Analy siS° ¢ metaphorical i
ata mber (0) p . nStanCCS TO
6. 0% ood TV omain GAME reinforced the feaiib;;ﬁ;do?nder the
0 nceptual metaphor studies applying
work concep to MSA. The semanti
W e PoLICY/REVOLUTION-related lexical unj Aantie
betW . 2] units created very i , oaL unlts and
(ens1° 1ated lexic - : ry Interesting concepty
ME-T¢ 2 hich reflected different views and ideologies in res el::t al
mﬁtaphorsﬁan and Tunisian ‘revolutlons. The following me};nino:‘
e Egﬁp for ..L_.,_.uw allu'bah  (game) in the Dictionary if
de orary Arabic Were us'ed as a criterion against which the
C"“teg:frici ty of such lexical units was determined.
met® , ,
ub)w)wwg‘ff’ tild )‘J:f tasels Lo ol (Lo puaall ol
e e o oot 50
‘ (Vero-YeVE pa) glidudly cull G
12 iba assabiy: amused himself/herself and had fun; laib:
entertainment or amusement; /@ ib: one who practises a sport
or 3 GAME> Ju ‘bah (plural: ”f bat): a game; mal ‘ab: an open
court for gaming and entertainment. (pp. 2014-2015)
The preceding definitions assure 'that a "game" has nothing to do
" "policy"- However, many }exwal units reflect a conceptual
wz Jing petween  both domains. The conceptual metaphors
n; tglogued under the source domain GAME are based on ontological
‘ ; .cal correspondences between POLITICS and
REVOLUTION on the one hand and GAME on the other.
ond to political parties or ruling regimes);

players/gamers -COeP i
sports instruments and sets correspond to political mechanisms;

matches and tournaments correspond to stages of political reform; and
victory and defeat correspond to success and failure. In the main, all
these correspondences tend to form one basic conceptual metaphor:
pOLITICS/REVOLUTION IS GAME. Figure (2) sums up these

metaphorical correspondences.
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: t o?memphoﬁca] mapping Comelyg

. The four sub-corpora varied in the number of linguistje Metal
catalogued in each newspaper. The total number of 1%
metaphors is 68 distributed as follows: |

W

Table (1) Number of linguistic metaphors catalogueq Al |

corpus

Al-Ahram Ash-Shrouk Al-Chourouk At-Tunisiah
12 15 20

Total number of linguistic metaphors = 6§

As-Sab
2]

The master conceptual metaphor POLITICS IS A GAMB |
markedly used in the following meta horica] i
lexical unit "ali® allu' c plorica "nstances based on

144~
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od study of GAME-Bared Conceptual Metaphory
' -

Acm“"" | ) ) 3 A piene D) et b 5 : Ash-Shorouk
a",jr- "1 sl A e sl g luall a0 1 m"'
b‘,ﬂ Y YAY/A/N ) fSall A !
¥ WS ( : A A e LT
- clear that the Egyptian people are not fully aware of
tH al game and'the cultural clement reflected in the fo
i sappeared _behmd the majority which lobbied for l‘::
;:.‘;-,'g:al of the Islamic current to power (14/9/2013)
5 galall J 588 Cull e : Ash-Shorouk (2)

e et e
(Y.\\/\./\'r)

he former regime are still seeki

remnants of t . seeking to abort th
Sejanuary revolution. Unfortunately, these remnants control i
120t of the parties of political game. (23/10/2011)

PR b cl ..
L oy 3iSES5 (w-e:“ i y» ¢lael) ey :As-Sabbahnews [3)
o 2O G0y gl Gl 5% et oS e
Wi . ya gicd (Boledl! (o] o jad] dad [gmds ) 193 )13 iy Y)

e (Y VY/VY) Sall
the members of Al-Nahda Movement are tactical and

some of : .
trategic. The most intelligent of them realize that the

some are SwerEeT - ; )
@ﬂﬂfﬂw and exclusion became impossible now,
and if they want to play the game the former ruling party, they
seize power (17/7/2012)

il S (2 o) Oisal gxh‘!‘) | skays :As-Sabbahnews [4]
(X V) ginall Ly o penat O oS bl dalf Lalll ) a)lia
They Islamists exiled to the west concluded that the democratic
game can integrate them with the rest of society (17/7/2012)

Participation 1n political games requires professional players.
During the Arab Spring revolutions, professional players who were
ready to participate were the Islamists and the remnant powers of the
ousted regimes both in Egypt and Tunisia. This idea is assured in the
conceptual metaphor REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE/OPPOSITION

PARTIES ARE PLAYERS as the following instances demonstrate.

FICII!)' of Arts Joum;l_——-— 1447 ——"_-__-_—_

CamScanner = Wigs &> guadl



R R T RN ST S NI AS C s w.h'!dM °h
mamal 138 Bagly h (e Y1 Jiuty) sagapll iyl L :Al-Ahram, s "
| odel gall Agh J a3 lapaa We . .'
eV ke (o e e ¥ A 534 u'M“(wr.n/w) Sl a3

: 3
The new media are the result of this era, and they creq, .

: , : ed into a k ey,
world in which ordinary people ar¢ furn ~X€Y ply Y.
the world of media and information transfer (8/2/2011) i

. . e AL k At-Tunisiah
iyl ¢ ae i ) pulaa S35 Al-Chourouk A= unisiah (g)
T T S e,
o civilian presidential council; Egypg

The formation o r another revolution in jy, 3

opposition «warm up» fo
(13/6/2013)

While instance [5] uses the direct le?ucal unit g,....-.y la‘ib (pla
to actualize the idea of having effective partics, instance [g] g,
further as it conjures the image of.a'player (the Ehg_ylﬁtla“ OPPositig,
who wrams up (Ui yusahin) to join a match w IIC correspongs
L5, rauwrah taniyah (anotherb reVOhrlct:lozzl.vi:agz ds":llarlvein,
residents and govemnment memoers & S playey
?PRESIDENTS/G%)VERNMENT MEMBERS ARE PLAYERS), F

more clarification, consider the following metaphorical instance:

Ul (gaalall allgll )53 ilal 5 :Al-Chourouk At-Tunisiah [7)

A all o cd glf 4 candigl &5 O A0 4a &all ey,
gl g Ll g SO (Y VTIV/0) dhisd &l 4 5 iz,

Dr. Hamdi Al-Hashimi added that «the current government hy

be aware that they play in extra time waiting for the fin
whistle at any moment (5/7/2013)

Instance [7] renders lack of efficacy on the part of the AL
Nahddah-led government as playing in extra time in a match " 4l
plall Jy ol (tal'ab fi alwaqt badal adda’i) as the audience
(Tunisian people) are the one who is expected to put an end to such
game using a final whistle 4.l s ja (safirat annihayah).

In a game, certain players are not favored, and therefore they a
deprived of participation. Similarly, in politics, revolution is the mos
effectwg way of forcing specific political parties and movements
end their participation. In instances [8] and [9], the conceptud

—
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s of GAME-R,
R W-ﬂ”‘ Study sed (‘M

- POLITICAL ISOLATION
etaph®! = "l g S A RED (-
s 88 8 red ca'vd(. ,rd ("b""qah) “ARD, Fevoy
o™ Jutionary people (a referee) 1o the pp' 9% alhmyg + *Olutoy
:‘\“‘mtl rules). "cTbery

DAV AR "-‘-_*-*oﬂ:Al.Ch

s Ouroy
)’;; - # o u;"“y:-'l‘. 'ah 18}
Ay
AL VAV Rl I ¥

gut 30 June 2013 revolution took hﬁe i ™ 4
putting an end to the Muslim Brotherhoog l!l:l o thereby

red card is raised in the face of all " 404 according
cene. (3/1/2014) AVENS in such ,,:Jmﬂ:

ol A (0 A) g 8 L (AL CRy
“""A }"J oS ad aaly Ol el awy) ‘L‘;r?"k. ’_‘"_Tnnisiah 9]
> -ﬂw; ol

conference hc!d last summer in Turkey a

Morsi as a winner, but Washington ha); liﬂ:‘:P:;S stto ;cnder
raised 2 red card, thereby ending the rule of ¢ l?w » and
Brotherhood! (25/11/2013) ¢ Muslim

Common revolutionary people in both countries were not well
acquainted with the rulf:g govemning the politica) game, and therefo;;
they were forced to join an 'Incomplete game' il i (lu ‘bah
nigisah), i.e. a game which follows no clear rules, has no clear
objectives and includes uneven distribution of rights. Al these ideas
could be expressed through the conceptual metaphor INCOMPLETE
REVOLUTION IS AN INCOMPLETE GAME. Consider the
following instance.

Ll &l 5 )5V a2 9y Axby :Al-Chourouk At-Tunisiah [10]
g5 L gle g Al £108 ()5 S Cam g can ) el 20 Ll
(Yo €/1/¢) 2 ia

The delusion of the Revolution is manifested in this incomplete

game that people were forced play as they quickly got trapped
In a vicious circle (4/1/2014)
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| Though the previous metaphorical instance app,mh:\
image schema of GAME in general, a good number of mer, &
instances approached distinct games through a series of imp '“’"\
conceptual metaphors. These games include fencing, m’"\
wrestling, dominoes, racing, playing cards, and musicql .,
Fencing ¢ Xl &sad (lu bat assildh) 15 referred to once in reh:‘h%v
bloody revolutions; thereby ~creating the conceptual m ol
BLOODY REVOLUTION IS FENCING: b
Joladl Ji i elle cany 4l Adaud! b iSsd! - As-Sabbahnews 11
) 00 ol ety iy 5 e s B S O Ly
(Y.H/V/\V)&a’!ldﬂ&”@l“‘“w"dﬁgm
hat you must accept the |

The problem in policy is thal YOu
unpleasant represented by the continuity of peaceful revolutiy,

and the exposure of the ugliness of the ruling regime. Yet, h!n
were forced to use weapons, you will be the loser (17/7/2013)

are approached as  boyg,

Competing  political parties _
(POLLITICAL COMPETITION IS BOXING). Usmg the lexical yy
igalill 4yl addarbah algadiyah (knockout) is intended
communicate the idea that no more rounds are expected and hence

game is ended. Consider the following instance:
G Yl s 3 il g il Ludldl 4 ual Sy :Ash-Shorouk [12]
Shead) J3ak Gy el 24 E gl g J ) oLl Jay o1 1Y
ADAMAAME=FIS"
But the knockout (final blow) came from the army, as it fiy
threatened that if the system did not reach a solution which
satisfies the revolutionaries within 48 hours, it will intervene to

impose his will (13/7/2013)

Instance [12] echoes the proceedings which accompanied 30 Junt
Revolution in Egypt as Sisi, the Minister of Defense at that time,
forced Morsi to step down and appointed Adly Mansour, the Head of
Constitutional Court, as a president after Morsi failed to achieve the
Egyptian people's aspirations. In a similar vein, during the differet
sessions of elections, election candidates are viewed as boxers (or
wrestlers) through the conceptual metaphor ELECTIONS

J—-y
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-Based Conceptual Metaphory

D |

sed SOV ! ———
@™ o ARE BOXERS/WRESTLERS. (gng
A IDAT E . onsider  ¢he
CAN‘,l;)ing nstanc®™
ollo L, Jyuiill o2y bae -5 Alia :AghSho
. ,g&;’)ﬁg|,s»dwu;;ﬂ{A‘:J S ) ﬂ;j’%’.
Pzt L Low Ll ded e ?
o LD HOL) daday i )

(Y VVVY/8) 403 40 F Ly el
y reasons for optimism about what happened in

are '
There " hase of elections due to the large number of elector
well as candidates were disciplined in addition t:

t
ters 1
aﬂdo:': clmin electl(;ral sla ddlr‘e;ted to the remnants of the
an ratic Party and other parti '
) rWl h])enm o rties who as
NatioBd— " 4/12/2011) e

clone it model

) gy Js> Al S My : Ash-Shorouk [14]
w9 Y dae el Al Cllaall i pl ) g
ARRARVARIA FE- oY S BV S L SR PO e
arily, debates about ha\fing an Islamist or a civil state had
ove whelming presence in the electoral campaigns which
witnessed some strikes «under_the belt» doubting the
t of a particular candidate (4/12/2011)

. ) cualp SEIE O
<

Contr

also
(:Ommitmen
instance [13], the box.ers are the election candidates of the

. olved National Democratic Party and the Egyptian people who
dlssoed them. In instance [14], boxers are Islamists and liberals. The
rots game is actualized through two lexical units: 4pal daia
b%g intihabiyah (electoral slap or wallop) which communicates an
izsy defeat: and # )l cad Slpea darabat taht alhizam (strikes under
the belt) which implies unfair political competition. A boxing or a
wrestling match does not go w1thou§ aring in wl}lch such match could
be played. In the Egyptian and Tunisian revolutions, media proved to
be the most powerful conflict ring (g!»= <l halabat sira’), and
hence forming the conceptual metaphor MEDIA IS A (BOXING OR

WRESTLING) RING. Consider the following instance.

e i e il 5 Al o (i 320 : Al-Chourouk At-Tunisiah [15]
Gagaall lsluaill Ja o g3 G <lld Jidly (& e oall gl y s
L o085 (s s ilils ) 2y ] Lyl el cilalud y

(Y2 Y/0/YY) alpad i pallly Yl 4 5y S
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After two years of the Tunisian
supremacy of policy over culture a5 es are tumed into "

. . ia s ac N co
well as audio and visual media SP o exchange ldeasn

" ' { t
rings" between struggling parti®s 5/2013
accusations and to slander one another 23/ ) 3

s approached throyo,

il

revolution, we otieg 5
almost all puhliclmed;&g

i
!
‘8
G
Sy

M

N
7

A

flict 1
CRIVALRY/COMPETITION |

The same idea of political ¢ g
ars from 2011 to 20, :

conceptual metaphor POLITICAL .
RACE. Yet, racers differed along three ¥
highlighted by the following instances: |
o a8 4l 1 L pay A el 2055 QPB :-‘;!n-/:l:srjg cELgll

c-“ub Y ) suldlf O Wl Ao O ‘,'JfJ"’l‘lJ‘ fﬁjﬁsab) j)—‘"- .?‘5"-’ 92l

Al (5 fn a3 ey gy il S (YY)

as well the preceding pOPUIaY llprising
that ousted President Zine El Abidine Ben All sp;xrk'ed %
between the Arab leaders to please their peop le by increaspy
salaries and incentives and Pr(’miSing to improve the standarg of

 living. (11/2/2011)

the Egyptian revolution

La il (o8 Jaii ud 3 LiS il 3 ol Al 4:13: -\ey;;ﬂ :Alu;jAhram [17]

o LA DX f  losad] JALT ) 58l (A L (o A

O Ll (5 LS pallelf gl J3 AN e
What we want is an effective and energetic state which is p
only qualified to achieve what is self-evident, but also qualifieq
to join the global race as happened to other near and fy
countries. (4/7/2011)

&YA:JI e ubu u>l-s oy “f"‘-” :Al-(;hourouk At-Tunisiah [18]
bl L] 225 e ¢33 el s Al Ml Rualiisy 1,315 ) 2
AbLed) g 5 2 laaly S dim ol ) Sl Ty 5L O34 Baa
(Y V¥ Y
g‘?rteheey;ars.qfter the outbreak of the first spark of the u;)>rising
e Hiisian people against the tyrant Ben Ali, we find
Ve ‘I front of new styles of tyrants including the

government and the . [
authoriy (16172013 opposition. All are racing towards

CamScanner = Wigs &> guadl



pased Study of GAME-Baseq Conceptyg Metaphgpy
s-

corP¥

A

_— |"M‘U‘*J‘:‘U"Q4NLAU.’].AS-

) *:gzj.&':“'i Olallleia Q_,_J.J‘ u?l.“-""“" Iy |
e s e |
** is happening nowadays ip Many Argl, COUntrjgy o |

What tlhe above anal}’SlS; the Systemg of t ese coup § ar |

m in a frantic race i, Order tq o

ed in e | Prove ¢, ' |

bee cnt%aegliving standard of Citizens (25/1 120] l eir Intereg in |
raiSlng

|

|
s [16] and [19] stress th_e idga that Singe fhe Outbreq) |
Instaﬂci_ the Arab Spring 'revoguflons In .TllnlSIa, most of ¢ Arab
wave 0 d kings joined a 'race’ 3l (s1ng to
thcsiderlts . their people so as to avold similay
pre Jards for | stance [17], race is no longer re
staﬂn jes. In in became international since most
course of nme’tane d to compare their revolutio
Coge already ?ﬁch guaranteed b.etter !lfe and |
avolutions v-vnstance [18], race is mal}‘lt?xned_l
;:eedom' It;ly lth e use of 3akall (e byaa Ll a0

' ' ies were keener op rvate
supl"’rte;1 s of tyrants), since different part p
tyle
ew S

i ' ical unit 4alu) assultgh
ing in authority. The lexica : ‘
interests thro‘fg;at:lil: %1 8] collocates with o < kursiy (chair),
m ; in 1N
rity) 10
(autho

. NS in thej
Slonal as it, by e

of the Arap Peoples
NS to other Previoys
higher Standards of
N a negative frame,
gadidah min aftugah

that the Arab Spring revolutions did not start
It is taken for gi;ﬁe(tihey followed each other 111!(; Z gftl‘é::l‘l)lnrsf;ac(:g):r;
. ultancously. Ra te(,i in a similar manner. Such | eh feansio
slm; rulers were ous ugh the conceptual met;%g EADTED
: wnaln \SUCCESSFUL P ook (o addumini)
PRESIDENTS/.UNWhich dominoes‘ J:‘-T‘Jt nSeL![ZO] ad [22] mnd
DOMINOESII' lg political powers in nsta
resent fallin

: in instance [21].
Iep economic status 1n

At-Tunisiah [20]

. - aai 3L :Al-Chouro!{k 1 sy sl

L i 3y il byt

e Jall i Lay ) g g glgies YY) L il Jladig Jaas¥) backers, including

) - d Movement and ltsrties’ succeeded 1n

tf the Egyptian'Tm’narllrsu associations andthp;‘hood in Egypt, the
oPposing QTgifﬁfigfe o’f the Muslim Bro

overthrowing

JE—

|
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\"Vahe(ed Ay
© bolifig, L

dominoes would inevitably fall, and perhaps th

the Middle East and N '
nd North Africa may change (3 /6/201 3%
) Al (e A Jaailly GilaaY Gl 588 MLl Agh Shor k 'S
. - oy

u—’H—“JL-’G-'u o) pbaptdy bl e L 4l 2y
u»cs»‘rw‘ﬁﬂuddﬂ’wuhl-&\d}@quus ,-,,-J;.“"‘ka

. CRAMATAS YN P RS
The idea of identical succession of CVLntsxﬁ:;JJﬂi alg
another ig based on what is known as the famoo Gy

M" since the decline of a share in the stoc us " “11:
result in a quick and similar decline in the valyes ofmarket\
until the stock market is finally closed (25/1/201 1) Other Sy

348 ki 3 ey alai of L hay 3l Aaall 3 : Ash-Sho
& s *Urr:L'é_)l';_'. sl el ) dahidl 3L 8 Y J)S;grxkd‘[i]
(Y NVAY g |
The moment it has been actualized that Bin Alj's r; i
fallen, the following question is aroused: can thig s
repeated in the rest of the Arab region based on the the
"domino effect'? (8/1/2011)

iSSUe
Ory of the

9. Summary and Conclusion:

POLITICS/REVOLUTION IS GAME assumed the role of t
master conceptual metaphor in light of which other ancillary gy,
conceptual metaphors are formed. Based on the image schemg
COMPETITION,  various  ontological and  epistemologiy
metaphorical mappings were drawn. Such mapping helped to toug
upon issues related to political opposition, ideological discrepancie
political strategies, black propaganda, new methods of protesting
anti-revolutionary forces, the role of media as well as politicd
alliances. The most efficient conceptual metaphors based on t
source domain GAME are formed through the following metaphoricd

mappings:

Table (2) Summary of metaphorical mappings based on it
source domain GAME

p———
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c rpus-b’sed Study of GAME-Based Conceptual Metaphors ~ »wce o, o
0
WREVOLUTION GAME
Slutionary people/opposition Players
Rev parties
pres idents/govemmept members Players
political principles Gaming rules
Political isolation Red card
[ncomplete revolution Incomplete game
Bloody revolution Fencing
political competition Boxing
Elections candidates Boxers/wrestlers
Media A (boxing or wrestling)
ring
Political rivalry/competition  Race
Ousted presidents/unsuccessﬁll parties Falling dominoes
Policy Playing cards
Elections Tournaments
Successful political parties Winners in game
Failing political parties Losers in game
e —

All conceptual metaphor analyzed in the current paper are
structural metaphors formed thrqugh the fam.e'TARGET DOMAIN is
SOURCE DOMAIN. The Egyptian and .Tums1a.n newspapers showed
few differences with regard to the 1deo_lo_gles .reﬂected through
conceptual metaphors due to similar political situations in both
countries. The lexical items clusterlng around the concept of GAME
are suggestive of negative connotations.

As regards the metaphorical correspondences generated through
the master conceptual metaphor POLICY/REVOLUTION IS GAME,
a number of the sub-conceptual metaphors proved to be similar.
Games, in general, mirrored political competition. The conventional
conceptual metaphors SUCCESSFUL POLITICAL PARTIES ARE
WINNERS IN A GAME and FAILING POLITICAL PARTIES ARE
LOSERS IN A GAME are used to reflect the changing political scene
across time since losers and winners replaced each other more than
once. Though both corpora regarded elections candidates as players,
players differed as long as the political process deteriorates. Players
are revolutionists, opposition parties, presidents, and government
officials who were viewed as fencers, boxers, wrestlers, athletes and
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»s involved in the corpus ref w.h"’dkl'r“
runners,  Games 1N , litical barr Cted 4 hagy
differences between 'the gompetlng political parties poyy, in F°°'°8ie,
an in Tunisia, Fencing 18 usgd solely to_ reflect blog dy re‘gym ﬂn‘:
since the image of a man holding a sword is deeply ooteq involmiﬁn,
culture as a symbol of courage and power. Boxing an the A
being individual games, Were .1mpl.emente('l to highligh, i:?“_‘in&
conflicts especially among presidential candidates Surprigipo.. Vidyy
games such as football and basketball, more popular jp Mogt op , M
countries, are referred to once, but in the context of PUNISHM(;; Argy
the conceptual metaphor POLITICAL ISOLATION g '\ NTiy,
CARD. The red card, corresponding to the law of Politica] ; REp

18 :
was used to get rid of all members of corrupted ousted Fegimes °|atlon,

p}

Though the current study provided i_n-depth analysis of
metaphors related to the source do.mam GAME, more in
psycholinguistic justifications for using and implementin
in political discourse are needed. Also, translating sy
requires similar effort.

cone al
Sightg intg
g suCh games
B metaph()rs
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