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The Sign and the Referent:
The Semiotics of Historical Referentialities in Sun®
Allah Ibrahim’s The Turban and the Hat

Abstract:
The present study explores the problematic of the theoretical
overlap between the historical and the narrative in fictional texts
in general, and in Sun® Allah Ibrahim’s The Turban and the Hat
(2013), in particular. The problematic of the presence of the
historical in the structure of the literary stems from the nature of
the narrative discourse itself, its aesthetic peculiarity and its
imaginary aspects. This problematic is embodied in the way
through which the quasi-narrative historical discourse functions
within the structure of quasi-historical narrative discourse, in
addition to its manifestations in other cultural discourses. The
study attempts to solve this problematic from various angles,
such as the theoretical view related to the historical-narrative
overlap in fictional texts and the analysis of the fictional text
under investigation, where the pattern of The Turban and the Hat
is based on the principle of parallelism, in both form and content,
with the historical referent; hence the oscillation of the
referentialities of its textual signs between the historical and the
imaginary. The study, therefore, pays much attention to the
semiotics of characters in the novel, especially to the discourse of
the body, on which the novel is based in its narrative path. The
study also analyses the thresholds of the text, revealing their
symbolism and the agency of the actual author as a socio-
historical subject in this process of encoding. Accordingly, the
study presents an analysis of the text as a whole as being a total
sign, both in its iconic and symbolic classification.

Keywords: Sign, Referent, The Semiotics of Historical

Referentiality, The Turban and the Hat, Sun°

Allah Ibrahim, Arabic novels
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