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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the role of digital media in the spread of
electronic blackmail in Iragi society. It also aimed to identify the patterns
of exposure of community members to digital media and to reach the types
of electronic blackmail and its impact on Iragi society. This study belongs
to descriptive studies, and through it, the field media survey method was
used and applied to a segment of Iragi society (450) individuals. The
researcher used the theory of richness of the medium to achieve the goal of
the study as it is a theory that is compatible with modern means of
communication. The data was collected through the questionnaire. The
study concluded that the results revealed that 85.6% of the total sample
have been subscribed to social media applications for more than three
years, and that (42%) of the age groups (18-30) use the TikTok application
the most. The total number of TikTok users is 75.5% of the sample, and
(55.3%) were exposed to electronic blackmail from the sample. The study
confirmed that laws must be enacted for electronic crimes to reduce these
crimes by (98%) from the sample's point of view. The results confirmed
that the study audience supported the application by (88.7%). TikTok has
contributed to the spread of cybercrimes.

Keywords: Digital media, electronic blackmail, TikTok.
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