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Abstract:

This research addresses the development of Brazil's nuclear
activities during the period between 1964 and 1985, which coincides
with the military rule that believed in the importance of military
power through reliance on modern technology. This belief led to
investments in nuclear energy, while at the same time, the regime
sought to achieve independence in this field and enhance its defensive
capabilities amidst regional tensions in Latin America. In light of this,
the research aims to study the development of nuclear activities in
Brazil during the military rule and its expansion to understand the
reasons behind this activity, its manifestations, and the outcomes. This
was achieved through the use of Brazilian and other documents. The
research concluded that Brazil witnessed significant changes and
developments in the nuclear field starting from the military regime's
rule, which led to the initiation of an ambitious nuclear program,
officially under international safeguards in 1975. However, the
military regime did not stop at this program alone; from the late
1970s, it also pursued a parallel nuclear program. However, this
parallel program was secret because it was not subject to international
safeguards. Over time, this secret program became a priority for the
Brazilian government due to various challenges and criticisms faced
by the safeguarded program. Additionally, the military regime
believed that breaking free from international safeguards would
further enhance Brazil's nuclear capabilities, potentially positioning it
among the world's major powers. This belief drove the regime to
continue working on the secret program until the end of its rule.
Keywords: Latin America, nuclear energy, Brazilian National
Nuclear Energy Commission, Treaty of Tlatelolco, Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
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