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Abstract
Feminist existential philosophy serves as a critical intellectual framework
that reconsiders the position of women within human existence, based on
the notion that women are often described as "the Other" in opposition to
the male "Self." Through her writings, Simone de Beauvoir highlighted that
gender identity is neither fixed nor biologically determined but is instead
constructed through individual choices and free actions. This philosophy is
grounded in the existentialist principle that "existence precedes essence,"”
granting humans the freedom to shape their own being.
In her critique of patriarchal social structures, de Beauvoir explored how
such systems exclude women and analyzed the experience of alienation and
marginalization they face. However, she did not stop at criticism but sought
to present a philosophical vision calling for women's liberation by raising
awareness of their existence as independent and responsible beings.
Nonetheless, questions arise about the extent to which this philosophy can
overcome gender-related challenges locally, particularly in conservative
societies that may struggle to accept such radical critique.
By studying de Beauvoir's novels and critical works, we uncover how she
embodied the concepts of freedom, choice, and alienation in the everyday
issues faced by women. Her philosophy underscores the necessity of
cultivating a profound awareness of gender and identity and developing
analytical tools to confront social and cultural constraints. De Beauvoir's
works, both literary and critical, are not merely Western propositions but
also offer deep intellectual tools for understanding our Arab reality. Thus,
studying feminist existential philosophy becomes essential for
comprehending the self and its challenges and for developing analytical
tools that contribute to building more just and inclusive societies. This
philosophy enhances individual freedom and responsibility for both genders
and offers a framework for liberating individuals from stereotypical
constraints, fostering a more inclusive and humane societal awareness.

Keywords: (Feminist Existential Philosophy, Simone de Beauvoir,
Freedom and Choice, Gender Identity)
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( Works by Beauvoir in French and English.)
1. Beauvoir, Simone de. Adieux: A Farewell to Sartre. Translated by Patrick
O'Brian. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1986. English translation of La cérémonie des
adieux (Paris: Gallimard, 1981).
2. Beauvoir, Simone de. All Men are Mortal. Translated by Leonard M.
Friedman. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1992. English translation of Tous les
Hommes sont Mortels (Paris: Gallimard, 1946).
3. Beauvoir, Simone de. All Said and Done. Translated by Patrick O'Brian.
New York: Paragon House, 1993. English translation of Tout compte fait (Paris:
Gallimard, 1972).
4, Beauvoir, Simone de. America Day by Day. Translated by Carol Cosman.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990. English translation of L'Amérique
au jour le jour (Paris: Gallimard, 1954).

5. Beauvoir, Simone de. Les belles images. Sons & Co. Ltd., 1968. English
translation of Les belles images (Paris: Gallimard, 1966).
6. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Blood of Others. Translated by Roger Senhouse

and Yvonne Moyse. New York: Pantheon Books, 1948. English translation of Le
sang des autres (Paris: Gallimard, 1945).
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7. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Coming of Age. Translated by Patrick O'Brian.
New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1996. English translation of La vieillesse
(Paris: Gallimard, 1970).

8. Beauvoir, Simone de. "In Defense of Djamila Boupacha." Le Monde, 3
June, 1960. Appendix B in Djamila Boupacha: The Story of the Torture of a Young
Algerian Girl which Shocked Liberal French Opinion; Introduction to Djamila
Boupacha. Edited by Simone de Beauvoir and Gisele Halimi. Translated by Peter
Green. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1962. English translations of Djamila
Boupacha (Paris: Gallimard, 1962).

9. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Ethics of Ambiguity. Translated by Bernard
Frechtman. New York: Citadel Press, 1996. English translation of Pour une morale
de I'ambiguité (Paris: Gallimard, 1947).

10. Beauvoir, Simone de. Force of Circumstance, Vol. I: After the War, 1944-
1952; Vol. 2: Hard Times, 1952-1962. Translated by Richard Howard. New York:
Paragon House, 1992. English translation of La force des choses (Paris: Gallimard,
1963).

11. Beauvoir, Simone de. Letters to Sartre. Translated and Edited by Quintin
Hoare. London: Vintage, 1992. English translation of Lettres a Sartre (Paris:
Gallimard, 1990).

12. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Long March. Translated by Austryn Wainhouse.
New York: The World Publishing, 1958. English translation of La longue marche
(Paris: Gallimard, 1957).

13. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Mandarins. Translated by Leonard M.
Friedman. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1991. English translation of Les
mandarins (Paris: Gallimard, 1954).

14. Beauvoir, Simone de. Memoirs of a Dutiful Daughter. Translated by James
Kirkup. Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1963. English translation of Mémoires d'une
jeune fille rangée (Paris: Gallimard, 1958).

15. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Prime of Life. Translated by Peter Green. New
York: Lancer Books, 1966. English translation of La force de I'age (Paris:
Gallimard, 1960).

16. Beauvoir, Simone de. Pyrrhus et Cinéas. Paris: Gallimard, 1944.

17. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Second Sex. Translated by H. M. Parshley. New
York: Vintage Books, 1989. English translation of Le deuxiéme sexe (Paris:
Gallimard, 1949).

18. Beauvoir, Simone de. Must We Burn Sade? Translated by Annette
Michelson, The Marquis de Sade. New York: Grove Press, 1966. English
translation of Faut-il brdler Sade? (Paris: Gallimard, 1955).

19. Beauvoir, Simone de. She Came to Stay. Translated by Roger Senhouse
and Yvonne Moyse. New York: W. W. Norton & Co.,1954. English translation of
L'Invitée (Paris: Gallimard, 1943).
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20. Beauvoir, Simone de. A Transatlantic Love Affair: Letters to Nelson
Algren. Compiled and annotated by Sylvie le Bon de Beauvoir. New York: The
New Press, 1998.

21. Beauvoir, Simone de. A Very Easy Death. Translated by Patrick O'Brian.
New York: Pantheon Books, 1965. English translation of Une mort trés douce
(Paris: Gallimard, 1964).

22. Beauvoir, Simone de. When Things of the Spirit Come First. Translated by
Patrick O'Brian. New York: Pantheon Books, 1982. English translation of Quand
prime le spirituel (Paris: Gallimard, 1979).

23. Beauvoir, Simone de. Who Shall Die? Translated by Claude Francis and
Fernande Gontier. Florissant: River Press, 1983. English translation of Les bouches
inutiles (Paris: Gallimard, 1945).

24, Beauvoir, Simone de. The Woman Destroyed. Translated by Patrick
O'Brian. New York: Pantheon Books, 1969. English translation of La femme
rompue (Paris: Gallimard, 1967).
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