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Abstract

This research presents a study of the phenomenon of aggression in the
Safavid society, through analyzing the inscriptions left by members of
this society on the rocks, and showing the types of aggression
prevalent in that period, as reflected in their inscriptions, whether they
were on the human soul, or on private properties, such as residences,
livestock, writings, rock drawings, or even on graves. The research
sheds light on the motives that contributed to the occurrence of this
phenomenon, which was often linked to the search for spoils, captives,
booties, invasions, and raids. The research also explains the methods
used by the Safavids to confront aggression in its various forms and
types, and shows a set of social, security, linguistic, religious, and
psychological civilizational implications of this phenomenon.

The research concluded that the Safavid inscriptions are a primary
source that documented various cases of aggression, whether
individual or collective, and that all of these cases were not incidental
incidents, but rather represented part of the social reality that the
Safavids encountered. The inscriptions also showed how members of
society expressed their concern about this phenomenon, through their
use of different words and acts indicating it, and the diversity of their
supplication wordings to repel the evil of the aggressors before they
attack them, or to be saved and rescued from their acts, or to seek
safety from any impending danger, in addition to begging their deities
to help them take revenge on their attackers.

Key Words: Aggression, Safavid Inscriptions, Al-Lat, Spoils,

Revenge.
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