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Sayyid Qutb’s Vision of Jihad and Its Impact on the Kharijites of the Era

Research Summary

This research examines and analyzes Sayyid Qutb’s (1906-1966) vision of jihad and
its impact on the contemporary Kharijite groups—extremist religious factions
influenced by his writings and ideological theories, particularly in his famous book
Milestones.

The research consists of three sections and a conclusion as follows:

Section One: "The Concept, Rulings, Levels, Types, and Conditions of Jihad" This
section provides a brief overview of Sayyid Qutb’s life, his works, his intellectual
transformations, and the influence of Abul A'la Maududi on him. It then discusses the
linguistic and terminological definitions of jihad, its rulings, conditions, and the
wisdom behind its legislation. It also differentiates between jihad and other concepts
such as terrorism, intimidation (irjaf), banditry (hirabah), and rebellion (baghy). The
section emphasizes that jihad is the prerogative of the ruler, subject to his judgment
and command.

Section Two: "Qutb’s Comprehensive Vision of Jihad" This section focuses on Qutb’s
holistic view of jihad, the role of religious rituals in Islam according to him, and the
stages of jihad from his perspective. It also discusses his call for revolution and
upheaval, his global outlook on jihad and its consequences, and how his
understanding of hakimiyyah (divine sovereignty) led him to advocate for a total
revolution against human governance.

Section Three: '"The Evolution of Qutb’s Jihadist Thought from Theory to Practice"
This section explores the transformation of Qutb’s jihadist ideology from theoretical
discourse to practical application. It examines his establishment of what he termed the
""believing vanguard' or "Islamic avant-garde,” which transitioned from theoretical
conceptualization to real-world action, particularly through the 1965 organization. In
this organization, Qutb instilled the principles of takfir (excommunication) and the
judgment of society as being in a state of ignorance (jahiliyyah), which consequently
led to the excommunication of the political system and its leaders. The section also
addresses his influence on modern extremist groups that have embraced his vision of
jihad.

Conclusion: This final section summarizes the key findings derived from this research.

Keywords:
(Vision; Sayyid Qutb; Jihad; Kharijites of the Era)
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