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Abstract

The study was thus aimed at determining the impact of a SOSTAC-
based training programmer on the enhancement in media students'
integrated marketing communications (IMC) skills, particularly in the
development of marketing plans for commercial brands as well as
improvement in  practical performance skills for media
communication. The study also determined the knowledge and
practical accomplishments gained in students' competencies through
the programmer. Assuming a quasi-experimental research design, the
study adopted a one-group pretest-posttest method in an effort to
identify the effect of the proposed training intervention. The sample
comprised 25 third-year students from the Department of Public
Relations and Advertising, Faculty of Media and Communication
Technology, South Valley University. The SOSTAC model was taken
as the core template in planning and executing the training program,
given that it is an all-inclusive as well as systematic means for
planning strategic marketing. Findings showed an outstanding
improvement in the understanding of important terms such as
advertising, public relations, promotion, digital marketing, and visual
identity among students. The participants demonstrated improved
ability in designing well-integrated campaigns starting from market
analysis to final evaluation. The end-of-training findings showed a
significant improvement in students' ability in outlining
communication and marketing objectives, where ongoing control and
evaluation are emphasized as crucial in realizing set targets.
Moreover, the training program considerably enhanced students'
ability in translating strategic plans into well-organized
implementation plans.

Keywords: SOSTAC model - Integrated Marketing
Communications
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