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University Female Students and among Digital Awareness

Its Role in Combating Cyber Harassment

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the level of digital awareness among
university female students, determine its sources, explore the most
common forms of cyber harassment among them, and uncover the
relationship between the level of digital awareness and the students'
ability to deal with incidents of cyber harassment. It also identifies the
necessary procedures in order to enhance the digital awareness in the
universities. The study kind is descriptive. The researcher depended
upon the social survey method and used a scale to collect data from
the university female students, as well as interviews with a six experts
in the fields of sociology, psychology, and education to gather in-
depth information about the phenomenon under study. The scale was
applied to a random sample of 621 female students from the Faculty
of Humanities Studies. The study revealed that the sample of the
university female students had a high level of digital awareness
regarding the risks they may face during daily internet use, but this
awareness declined with more technical practices. Informal sources of
digital awareness ranked first, while formal sources ranked last.
Simple forms of cyber harassment were found to be the most common
among the study sample, whereas blackmail, defamation, and
impersonation were less prevalent. The study sample favored personal
practices in responding to cyber harassment attempts, while practices
involving seeking help from others, such as legal solutions or fear of
reporting the harasser, ranked last. The results showed that the most
important procedure to enhance the digital awareness among the
university female students and to limit the cyber harassment is
providing a safe environment for reporting digital threats, while
sharing stories of harassment victims as a way to learn how to deal
with harassment ranked last.

Keywords: Digital Awareness, Cyber Harassment, University
Female Students, Digital Risks.
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