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Prose Poetry in the Mirror of Critic Ahmed Kamal Zaki:
A First-Time Publication of His Unpublished Manuscript

Abstract:

Dr. Ahmed Kamal Zaki (1927-2008) was a prominent
figure in contemporary literary criticism. A renowned critic and
writer, he combined the talents of poetry and storytelling with
critical mastery, leaving behind several distinguished literary and
critical studies. Among his notable works is a unique study on
prose poetry titled 'Prose Poetry: Experimentation or
Sabotage?"’, which has never been published in any academic
journal or in any of his books.

In this study, we present for the first time the handwritten
manuscript of this work, along with an exploration of his critical
stance on prose poetry. We examine the aspects he relied on in
forming his perspective, especially in his discussion of the
structure of new poetic works associated with the prose poem
movement, and his views on the interplay between tradition and
modernity. He emphasized the necessity of blending the two,
warning that neglecting this principle leads to a disruption in the
overall poetic context and, consequently, in the critical approach
to such texts.

He maintained that the traditional constants of Arabic poetry
have remained strong throughout history, despite -cultural
disruptions. Moreover, he noted that the transformation of
poetry's role—from religious and mythological functions to non-
clerical, modern demands—did not diminish the fundamental
nature of poetic expression. Dr. Zaki also reviewed the
emergence of prose poetry in Arabic literature and the divergent
views it encountered from supporters and opponents alike.

Keywords:

Prose poetry, Dr. Ahmed Kamal Zaki, modern literary
criticism, modern Arabic literature
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